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Maryse Turcotte won a bronze medal by matching her personal best at the world 
weightlifting championships in Vancouver. 

Turcotte finished third with a 120-kilogram lift in the women's 58-kg clean-and-jerk 
competition on Monday. 

That won the B session and equalled her fourth-place lift at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

Maryse Turcotte sets a personal best in Monday's clean and jerk

"The way I did it, I think I could've done maybe 120.5," said Turcotte, a 28-year-old 
native of Sherbrooke, Que. 

Turcotte then watched anxiously as nine of the remaining 13 competitors fell short. 

The remaining four withdrew because of injuries. 

"I was very stressed," Turcotte said. "I was counting how many girls would try 120 and I 
thought it was impossible there would not be two or three that would not do it and win a 
medal. 

"Then it was, 'Well, maybe.' And I was very, very surprised everytime." 

Turcotte took the bronze at last year's worlds too, except with a lift of 117.5 kgs. 

"I thought last year would be my last medal at the world championship," she continued. 
"The others are getting stronger and stronger and I'm getting older." 

"It was a big surprise for me." 

Turcotte hoisted 85 kg in the snatch for a total of 205 kg, good for seventh overall. 

It also helped Canada's bid to finish in the top 17 and thus qualify two athletes for the 

��



2004 Athens Olympics. 

"There's lots of pressure because I was supposed to be the one to bring the most points," 
Turcotte said. "I felt, if I didn't, everybody was going to be mad at me if I'm not 
successful." 

"She was very nervous in the snatch and very good in the clean and jerk," said Pierre 
Bergeron Jr., Turcotte's coach. 

"That's been the way it's been since she was 16." 
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The Canadian women's weightlifting team at the Commonwealth Games has gone an 
unprecedented six -for-six collecting medals in Melbourne. With two gold, three silver 
and one bronze, this team is perhaps the strongest group of women weightlifters since the 
sport was first introduced at a major games in 1999.

They were honoured during the men's 105 kg competition with a trophy recognizing their 
first-place team score of 150. Although not an official Commonwealth Games award, it is 
often awarded at major meets to the most successful team.

Marilou Dozois-Prevost, Christine Girard, Jeane Lassen, Miel McGerrigle, Emily 
Quarton and Maryse Turcotte made up the 2006 team. What's also remarkable about these 
women is the average age of 24. Most of these women are just beginning their 
international careers and the future of women's weightlifting seems very bright for 

��



Canada.

“This is the strongest team Canada has ever put together and although we had to leave 
athletes at home, we are very happy with our result,” says Guy Greavette, team manager 
at the Commonwealth Games. “We hope that with results like these, we can promote 
more young people into the sport and increase the support that allows us to send more 
athletes to future major competitions.” 

     

2006 Commonwealth Games medallists Akos Sandor (gold) & Miel McGerrigle (bronze) 
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Yukonner medals at World Weightlifting Championships
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